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How to Spend New Year'’s in Hawaii, the UK, and Oregon.

In many places across the world New Year’s is celebrated. There are many ways to
celebrate the coming of the New Year across the world. Each place and culture has
their own way of welcoming the New Year. At Seijo, there are three native English
teachers from Hawaii, the UK, and Oregon in the United States. () They have shared
how New Year’s is celebrated in those places. You will read about how these three

places celebrate the New Year.

New Year’s in Hawaii is more about friends and fireworks rather than family.
Hawaii is famous for the island wide fireworks shows, while other places in America
enjoy watching the countdown at midnight in New York City. The best place to watch
the fireworks is driving along the highway at midnight. Fireworks are not sold in
Hawaii, but @) that does not stop the people from finding and buying them to put on
amazing firework shows across the island for everyone to see.

On the morning of January first in Hawaii locals often go on a hike or go to the
beach to watch the first sunrise of the year with family or friends. It 1s warm year
round in Hawaii so we enjoy the outdoors as much as we can. So, at 5am on the East
side of the island’s beaches people gather to bask in the New Year's early morning
light. When the sun has fully risen people take the rest of the day to relax after a night
full of fun and fireworks.

In the UK people usually celebrate New Year's with friends, while in places like
Japan people tend to celebrate New Year’s with their family. New Year’s is a good
excuse to have a party before people start their ‘New Year's Resolutions.” They are
goals people make to improve themselves in the new year! Many people make a New
Year’s Resolution to go to the gym more often. Because of this, gyms are always very
busy in January!

There 1s a great fireworks show in London. Most British people watch it on TV at
either a friend's house, their own home, or at a pub. Each show has a title. In 2024, it
was called ‘Hope.” Some people go to a pub to celebrate the New Year and have a party
with lots of other people in their local area, but most want to celebrate it privately,
staying in their own homes or their friends' homes, so that they can share the moment
with the people they love.

Out in the chilly mountains of Oregon in the United States, the night before
January 1st has families and friends gathering together to celebrate. As the sun goes
down past the horizon, people enjoy food, fireworks, and traditional drinks. The
traditional drinks people enjoy are champagne for the adults, and apple juice soda for
the kids.



Adults talk and share stories about their problems through the year. Kids play
games like “Uno” or “Doubt” with each other. Then, when the clock strikes
midnight, families begin ) the loudest and most noisy part of our New Year's

traditions.

They take metal pots and spoons, then run out into the street. Then they shout
“Happy New Year!” and bang the metal kitchen items together, creating a terrible
sound that is heard by everyone.

It can be fun to be bad one night in the year. But recently, people don’t usually stay
up till midnight and nobody wants to bang pots and spoons late at night. Maybe next
year they will.

rather than~ : ~J Ve L5 bask : [BE&HTD excuse ; =V iR
horizon : /KR champagne : 2% 73 bang : K&/ E&TH

i1 : 1~4®, Theno#EE, 7 Hawail, 4 the UK. 7 Oregon MOV YT AUZEE
TAHLDD, L TEIRINY,

Many people decide to start exercising.
People make a big noise in the street at midnight
People go to the beach to see the sunrise.
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Kids play card games with each other.
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1. What kind of weather does Hawaii have all year?

a) Itisvery hot.
b)  Itiswarm.

¢ Itisrainy.

d)  Ttis windy.

2. Where is the best place to watch the fireworks shows in Hawaii?

a)  On the mountains.
b) At the beach.

c)  Athome.

d)  Onthe highway.



3.  Where do people often watch the London fireworks?

a)
b)
c)
d

The pub.
The park.
The beach.
The street.

4. Why are gyms always very busy in January in the UK?

a)
b)
c)
d)

Gyms are cheap in January.

Many people have a goal to go to the gym.
People ate too much on New Year’s Eve.
People need an excuse to improve themselves.

5. When do friends and family gather for their celebration in Oregon?

a)
b)
0
d

On December 1st.
On December 31st.
On January 1st.
On January 31st.

6. Where do people in Oregon go when the clock strikes midnight?

a)
b)
c)
d)

To the streets.

To their family’s house.
To their neighbor’s house.
To the chilly mountains.
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1. What do people in Hawaii decide on the first day of the New Year after the

sun rises 7
2. Do most British people watch a great fireworks show on TV %
3. What was the title of the London fireworks in the UK last year?
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In Hawaii many people go to the supermarket to buy fireworks.
People spend New Year’s with friends rather than family in Hawaii.
In the UK, people mostly spend the New Year’s with their family.
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People in Oregon enjoy food, fireworks and drinks after sunset on New Year’s
Eve.
5. Traditional drinks in Oregon are only for adults.
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